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 �� New Finance Committee Member 
 
 
Fund Distribution 
 
 �� Community Investment News 
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 �� Marketing Committee   
 �� LIVE UNITED 
 �� Week of Caring News   
 �� Annual Meeting 
 
 

Resource Development 
�
� �� Campaign Report    
 
 

President’s Report 
for February 2008 

Sandy Rupp, President 
Washtenaw United Way 

 
 The Finance Committee welcomes new member— 
 

 Catherine Schmidt 
 
 Catherine is the Chief Financial Officer of the   
 Glacier Hill Retirement Community. After  
 graduating with a business administration  
 degree with a concentration in accounting,  
 Catherine became a certified CPA and worked 
 for Arthur Anderson for the first ten years of her   
 career. Since then she has spent four years with  
 a high tech company and five years with a local 
 manufacturing company. 
�
 Catherine grew up in Grosse Pointe Woods, the  
 second youngest of four siblings. After graduating 
 from the UM, she has continued to live in Ann 
 Arbor and the surrounding area. Among her siblings 
 she is the only one not married, so she has taken on 
   much of the responsibility for care giving, financial 
 oversight, and emotional support of her parents. 
 
 Catherine’s life may be full enough with work and 
 family, but she also is dedicated to maintaining a 
 healthy exercise regime. She loves to run (still!)  
 and swim as well as ride her exercise bike. With  
 her mom, she enjoys decorating, upholstery  
 projects and sewing cute clothes for her nieces. 
 

  

  Washtenaw United Way 



2 

 
By Friday, February 29th all current agencies will have  
received letter that outlines what portion of their current  
funding will be recommended for grandfathering into the  
new system for year one, as well as details about applying  
for additional funds.  
 
Washtenaw United Way and 2-1-1moved quickly to provide  
a ‘less that 24 hour’ response to an agency crisis situation. 
The Shelter Association was in need of a shelter the week  
of March 17-23 due to a sudden scheduling problem with  
the shelter that had been arranged. Bob Miller took the  
lead and Ann Arbor Community Center offered to take on  
the one-week shelter. This is a wonderful example of  
United Way and 2-1-1 combining to bring a solution to a  
serious problem.  Great job!   
 
We are hosting the orientation session for new interested 
agencies on March 6th. If you would like to know who has 
signed up to attend, please call Agnes Hryczyk at 
734.971.8200. Attendance is not open to the general public. 
 
We have met with all of the Community Investment Panel 
Chairs regarding our new process. We will begin forming  
the new volunteer committees the week of March 3rd.  
These volunteers will provide leadership to the various  
components in new process.   
 
In February we met with the local affiliate councils from  
Dexter, Milan and Saline to bring them up to date with our 
new direction/model. All three meetings were well attended, 
interactive, and positive in spirit.�

Community Investment News 

Communications Committee News 
Introducing the 2007 Communications Committee! 

 
Joe Grech, Communications Chair 

Ann Arbor News 
 
        Doug Gondek  Angela Offredi 
        Ann Arbor Radio  Mlive 
 
        Alan Barr   Elaine Medrow 
        Creative Change  McKinley 
   

 The word is getting out that LIVE UNITED is the new  
    focus for United Way.  The March Board  Meeting will 
 include a presentation and information from the United 
 way of America January Brand conference. 

 
 A major staff effort is underway to make this year’s  
 Week of Caring a memorable event.  Here is the line  
 up of  activities to date: 
 
 All Week—Food Drive 
 
 May 5th—Make Over Challenge  
 
 May 6th—Celebrity Server and Dine for a Cause 
 
 May 7th—Community Blood Drive in association with  
 the American Red Cross—Washtenaw County 
 
 May 8th—Traditional Day of Caring involving teams  
 of volunteers working on projects for non-profits 
 throughout Washtenaw County 
 
 May 9th—Get the Lead Out 
 
 May 10th—Youth Day of Caring involving youth  
 between the ages of 13 and 21 volunteering to work   
 on projects for non-profits throughout the County 
 
 For more information contact Angelina Roberts 
 734.677.7201 or aroberts@wuway.org  

LIVE UNITED 

Week of Caring 
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Look for your invitation and RSVP 
or call 734.971.8200 to reserve 

Cost: $35 per person—$250 per table of 8 
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Campaign 2007  

 
The 16 member Campaign Cabinet had a truly great year. 
With the leadership of Mark Ouimet, Resource Develop-
ment Chair and our Campaign Co-chairs Albert Berriz  
and Mary Sue Coleman the 2007 Campaign achieved a 
number of significant successes.  
 
The Campaign Cabinet successfully recruited 60  
ambassadors and ministers and contacted key  
retention, recovery, and attraction accounts. Each  
contact was presented information about the campaign 
and offered opportunities to partner with Washtenaw 
United Way to create opportunities for a better life for  
people who live and work in Washtenaw County. 
 
Another success was the access provided to more than 
3,000 potential contacts for new campaigns.  Overall,  
41 new companies held a workplace campaign and/or 
made a corporate gift generating $349,578 new company 
dollars to the campaign.  Additionally, 2,913 new donors 
provided more than $775,000.     
 
When the Campaign Cabinet started the 2007 campaign 
they recognized that the loss of Pfizer and the downturn 
in manufacturing would have an adverse effect on United 
Way’s ability to raise money. They knew the base figure 
could be as low as $5 million making ‘the time is now’  
call to action an imperative. United Way is pleased to  
report that the community heard the message and  
responded. The 2007 campaign total is an incredible  

$6,537,530!  

 
Rodney W. Byrne 
Financial & Professional Services Division Chair 
Managing Director, Wright Griffin Davis & Company, CPA’s 
 

Todd C. Clark 
Manufacturing Division Chair 
President & Chief Executive Officer,  
United Bank & Trust-Washtenaw 
 

Steve Dobson 
Leadership Giving Association Chair 
Community Volunteer 
 

Heather Feldkamp 
Power of the Purse Chair 
Franchise Development Manager, Molly Maid, Inc. 
 

Kenneth C. Fischer 
Community and Individual Division 
President, University Musical Society, University of Michigan 
 

Joe Fitzsimmons 
Tocqueville Society Chair 
Community Volunteer 
 

Robert Guenzel 
Government and Public Works Division Chair 
County Administrator, Washtenaw County Government 
 

Freman Hendrix 
Education Division Chair 
Chief Government Relations Officer, Eastern Michigan University 
 

Greg Hutchison 
Autos & Auto Suppliers Division Co-Chair  
Plant Manager, ACH, LLC - Ypsilanti Plant 
 

Mary Kerr 
Retail, Hospitality & Services Division Chair 
President & CEO,  Ann Arbor Area Convention & Visitors Bureau 
 

Tim Marshall 
Pacesetter Chair 
President and CEO, Bank of Ann Arbor 
 

Ralph Mayer 
Labor Campaign Committee Chair 
President (retired), UAW Local 898 Ford Rawsonville Plant 
 

Eugene Morey 
Autos & Auto Suppliers Division Co-Chair 
President, UAW Local 849 – ACH, LLC  Ypsilanti Plant 
 

Kenneth P. Polsinelli 
Real Estate and Construction Division Chair 
Partner & Managing Director Residential Real Estate, McKinley 
 
Matt Sharp 
Marketing and Sponsorship Chair 
Publisher, Business Review 
 

Larry Voight 
Healthcare, Non-profits, and  
Member Organizations Division Chair 

   2007 Campaign Cabinet 

 

  Albert M. Berriz 
  General Campaign Co-Chair 
  President and CEO, McKinley, Inc 
 
  Mary Sue Coleman 
  General Campaign Co-Chair 
  President, University of Michigan 
 
  Mark Ouimet 
  Resource Development Committee Chair 
  Chairman and CEO, The Ouimet Group 
 

  DJ Boehm 
  Research and Technology Division Chair 
  Director of Community and Public Relations, Pfizer, Inc. 


